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And here I ihall premife, in general, that 
the Prophet does ooc tell the Jews, that there 
never had been occaiion for fuch a Proved; 
or that the Sons were never punilh'd for the 
Offences of their Fathers. For it appears 
from Hiflory and Experience, that After-ages 
have been great fufferers for the Iniquities of 
the preceding. Bat there is a great difference 
to be made between Go&$ judicially puriiftiing, 
and the natural Effects and Confequences of 
Sins. Some Sins are of fuch adeftroying Na- 
ture, that their ill Influence remains to fuc- 
ceediog Generations: and indeed it cant be 
otherwife, unlefs the Divine Goodnefs. would 
work ji Miracle to preferve Pofterity from 
the Evils oeceflarily deriv'd from its Anceftors. 
Such often are the lading Effe&s of Intem- 
perance, Debauchery, and Profufenefs in pri- 
vate Families; In like manner are the pub- 
lick Sufferings of one Age, occafioned by G- 
vil Wars, mutual Hatred, or Revenge, felt in 
their terrible Efieds, by thofe that come af- 
ter. Thefe (ad Remains ot National Crimes, 
are permitted indeed by Providence, but are 
not to beiook'd upon, as properly the Strokes 
of Divine Juftice 5 tbo' in many Cafes, (efpe- 
cially where the Manners of a following Age 
are as wicked as thofe of the foregoing) the 
Puniihments are of a mix'd Nature, partly 
fent from Heaven, and partly the neoeflary 
EffeOsofSin. 

With 
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With which View, if we Confider the e- 
vil Confequences of our Fathers Sins upon 
this Nation, (the fad OccaGon of ourprefent 
Fading and Humiliation ) we (hall be qua- 
lified to judge of their Nature, and after what 
manner we are to look upon our felves as af- 
fe£ted by them. We fhali then be able to 
dtfcern, whether their fins are truly the Cau- 
fes of the ill Effetts we feel, and complain 
of $ or whether our own Sins and Follies 
Ate not altogether as much the occafions of 
them. 

In order to this it will be neceflary, firft 
of all to take a Review of our Fathers Sins 5 
and then fecondly, to confider, how far we 
are become Sufferers by them. 

i« For the Sins of our Fathers. And here 
we muft be forced to look back upon a dread- 
ful Complication of Crimes; fuch unnatural 
Heats and Divifions j fuch Sufpicions and Jea+ 
loufies ; fuch Outrages and Barbarity, as en- 
ded in the overturning of the Government! 
and in the Murther of the King himfelf 5 
fuch Degrees of Wickedoefs, as one cannot 
but with, out of refped to our Nation, might 
be for ever laid in that Darknefc, where all 
things are forgotten. 

A Fury certainly fo monftrous, as hardly 
to be equall'd by any Story, when we have 
excepted thole more barbarous Revenges of 
the Jews % upon one another, a littlfe before the 
Deftruftion of Jerstfalem 5 or, which was the 

Caufe 
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Ctnfe of all thofe ioexpreffiMe Miferk* of 
that People, their mod unjuft Crucifixion of 
the Lord of Life and Glory, which ought e- 
ver to be placed above any Parallel. Hie 
Sufferings of a mortal Man, how innocent 
foever, and however highly railed in Earthly 
Dignity we may fuppoie him, cannot, with* 
ootblafphemy, be brought to a Comparifori 
with the infinite Load of Griefcand Sufferings 
that was laid upon the Eternal Son of God. 
And I hope we may be allowed to abominate 
die vile Practices of wicked Men, againft 
their Sovereign, without prefuming to btaf- 
fate for his fake. 

I Speak not this to mitigate their Crime; the 
Greunels of which might have been learned 
from Scripture it felf, if Men wou'd not have 
learned it, as certainly they might, from na- 
tural Gonfcience. David, who thought it 
not unlawful to (land upon the Defenfive,' 
and who is far enough from being an Inftance 
of pajjhc QUktncc $ yet would not be pro- 
voked by any the moft unjuft Attempts upon 
his Life, toftretch out his Hand to hurt the 
Lard's Anointed- 

And now, to what Caufc mail we afcribe 
afl that Scene of Cruelty that was afted in 
this Nation ? In foreign Conquefts or Inva- 
fioos, 'tis no wonder if the greateft Havock 
and Barbarities are committed: but amongtf 
us, as if Nature ker felf had been corrupted, 
the Sons prey'd upon the vitals of their na- 



tive 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



C8) 

the Country, and a Mans enemies mere thofi cf 
his own benfbold. 

Follies and Madnefs, private Eofflieies and 
Hefemmems, Envy and Strife, among afpi- 
ring Spirits, are enough indeed to kindle 
Fires that may very eauly break out into a 
Flame. Some or all of thefe, concurring with 
other fuch like Evils, of that or the preceding 
Generation of Men, might have been fuffi*' 
cient to have brought, all things into con- 
fufion, but not to account for the whole fcries 
of Mifchjefs. 

If Sins may be thought to draw down fuch 
hfcavy Judgments, we (hall perhaps find, that 
they were too univerfal, to be charged only 
upon one Set or P?uty of Men* Too few un- 
doubtedly there were, that could juftly glory 
they had no fhare in the Guilt, or could, by 
vertuc of their own Innocence and Righteouf* 
nefs 9 upbraid others, with Royal Blood lying 
only upon them and their Children. The Chara- 
cters (drawn by an eminent Hifiorian) even of 
thofe, that fliared moft of the Royal Bounty, 
and feerqed moft to love the facred Perfon of 
his Majefty , don't appear quite (b free from 
Qleroiih, as that they could not be in any fort 
the unhappy OccaUon of their Prince's Fall. 
If they were Rebels to God, their Loyaky 
and Faithfalnefs to their Sovereign, would not 
hinder their being in fomc Meafure acceffory 
to his Miferics. 

The 
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The Crimes of Men were indeed very tin- 
equal, and fome there were vety much an O 
vtrmatchin the Art of finning for others.. 
As, 

t. The Difturbers of the {fubticfc Peace 
and Quiet, whole Spirits were continually' 
working to ftir up Contention: Some out of 
felfifli Views, mtf-reptefentiog the Subject to 
the Prince, and others for the feme Reafons 
as aelivej to create Jealoiifies of the Prince 
among his Subject One (Att iriftilling into 
the Sovereign, that the infifting oh the 
Rights and Privileges of the People, was an 
Invafion on his Frerofptrve'-, and others a*' 
fooly afperfing his Ma)«fiy to the People, that' 
the Miftakes he had been carried into, had 
too deep a Roocever to be cured. 

Some Men injudkionfly averting a kind of 
nntinutetL Power iri the Prince* and framing art 
A(Hmtefa§he Obedience for the Subjeft, gave 
Advantages to others to fpread and foment 
Jealoufies of Defigns at Arbitrary Govern^ 
ment; and on the- other fide, the honed £eal 
feme expre&'d againft tbefo novel and daugerons 
Tenets* gave Opportunities to others, to rem- 
fait them to bis Majefly, under the odious Cha- 
rters of faHious , turbulent Spirits , of Re- 
fnbUcm PriutifltSy andEnimiesh bis Govern* 
went* " 

Thefe feeds of JfcaloUGe and Difcontent, 
graw to fuel* a Degree, (hat at length one 

B fort 
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ffart were wrought up to fo muck Violence, 
as to chink it their loteteft, pot to truft the 
prince with Power, toy more than other 
warm Heads on the contrary fide, bad 
thought it fcfe to truft the People with Li- 
berty. 

But if Men would have given themfelves 
Leifare for. Thought end Rcfle&oo, they 
might in a coodMeafiwe, have obviated the* 
fetal Sufwaons. The Affiftanee his Majefty 
thought m to fend to the Rxbdkrs* ordering, 
at the feme time, a poblick Faft for them a- 
monghu.Subjeds, <f for oeither of which do 
we ever find the lead Remorte in any of hia 
retired Meditations) is a Demonftratton, that, 
whatever Doftrinea fomc defigning Man 
might maintain, Himfelf neither thought 
dfiUtte Power the Rif/ft of Kings, nor mtld- 
mked ftfive Obedkme the Duty of Subjedst 
For that could not be thought a* atytbt* 
Rtght> oraoabfoluteDuty, mE*gU*J, which 
was not fiich in Fr&ct. On the other fide, it 
ought to have been looked upon as a very ill- 
grounded Sufyicion, that their Intention was 
to ftrip their Sovereign of his Authority, who 
had fought no more than the Protection of.tbe 
Laws. 

», Their Crime was very heinous* that 
were for breaking out into open Ads of Ho* 
(NJkies, for embruing their Hands in the 
Blood oi their ftUewSttbjcOs, and facrificing 

one 
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that tew far perpetuating War a n dD env 
boas m their Country, tad mating it t 
ffctfef Blood, rather duo hearkening to.ao 
kfff Accommodation* that might have rev 
Mated the KtwgtUm inks Quiet, and their 
fi aa gy ia his Throw. 

But there was this fatal Overfigbt on both 
Mo, eottocWctrn a fceret Engine of Mif- 
(hM, iFrc*bFs8wt, that bad made its way, 
lad play'd adouUc Pan amongft then*. Oft 
the one band, it bad work'd its frlf into to 
meet Credit, as to be thought to influence 
neConafils, and daSbate Meafnres that were 
always dUUftfol to the &g!i/ft Nation % and 
en tjbe ether hand, had found means to ex* 
efpeiate thofe very Men, and to fill their 
fa^irfchfemandAnprefaenfons, that had 
tbegpenteft Jealoufies of its Defigns, Fnmt* 
htthbeea always a&ve by its Agents, to cor* 
rapt fome amongft us to betray their Cmmry % 
aad her Endeavonrs have not proved wholly 
unfoocdWul. She has commonly found out 
fane i m pe r c eptib le ways of conveying her 
Jwfidmu Counfils, even among a People, that 
have ever been* not without very good Ren* 
fen, averfetoher. 

9. Another infiance of the Wkkednds of 
thofe Times, was the abohihing our Bjt*kU» 
fxd Church. It was not the altering things 
ffldiftrent* for with that, H'aMytfr for 
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the Bene add Unity of his Subjefts, did not 
appeal unwilling to comply : but the deftroy 
ing and trampling upon the whole Ecdefia* 
ftt?al Confutation, fettled by our pious jfc 
fnmtn and Mtrtytt, <ftripp'd of all the Abu* 
(esjhat Popery, had introduced, and brought 
to a Conformity to the firft, and purcfl- Age* 
ofChriftiamty. 

It muft indeed be owned, that the alter* 
\ngxtocCmftituti<m of our Church does not ap- 
pear to be :an original defign : for which we 
have the .word of an || Hifloria*of undoubted 
Authority. But when Mens heats ape once 
fried, they generally runrafbly into all kinds 
of oppofitioo to thole, that efpoufe the con- 
trary Earty, and make .what Reprtfels they 
can! upon them) and fo this excellent Church 
became a Sacrifice to Humour and Paflioa 
Itsflajl was occafwned, through a Difttle&ion 
and Hatred to fomeChurchmen, 'lather than 
tp *be Church its felf : For opr Church could 
give.nooccauqn for any Mens hatred and en- 
mity to her. She was formed after the primi- 
tive Pattv*, and, like thole primitive Times, 
pure and fimpje» adorned with none but 
C^r^/««Gracesand Virtues. Her Doelrines, 
derived from the Fountain of Truth ; her 
Ceremonies deceric and iigmficant. '5 herUtur- 
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*y beft (bited to eaccite unaffeftcd Piety and 
Devotion, and (whicb one would Ihiokmighf 
fcave.fecured her) her Temper meek, chart* 
table and ioofieOfive. 

It nay be indeed, that the unnatural D& 
yam and Contentions among feme of her 
Mcmkrs 9 might provoke Gm* Almighty, to 
ewe an opportunity ro thofe, who fufpsfted 
majiy of them, of maintaining too unlimited 
a Power in their Sovereign, and of grafpmg 
at too much themfelves (though without airf 
hnleiebt Authority from the Church for Et* 
thet )to effelhher R*i*. » 

4. Another crime of a very fatal confer 
queace, was the driving into Exile, our young 
and innocent Princes ; the forcing them to 
fly into a land, the worft -that could be, 
for their Intereft and ours; where they eafity 
imbibed its Vices, or, which is amnoappy for 
Ptmurthu are iieftia'd to govern Protcfl ants', 
its Refigm. . > i. 

Had thofe unfortunate Princes been formed 
in the Principles of Virtue and true Religion* 
anions our (elves, what a Bletialg would 
they nave proved in all likely hood to thefe 
Nations? • 

But 5. and laftly, Of all the Crimes, the 
moft lavage and inhuman was, the demand* 
ing JuOice upon the Kj*g himfelf, having firft 
ufed him with all manner of Indignities. A 
pretended Court of Judicature was ere&ed 
f ■•;■ „ 
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totry AW, with** Authority fiem <W or 
#fek AqHfed fr a M wwwpeOd,aPdai«fw 
£*wy Mxtmtum done, in • manner , that 
one would think was devifcd, to {hew, whit 
Itjern the Contriver* of it ootid out upon 
^Ictyfo tod how much they owtf jAgr fe 

It in«ft be owned, that very msnyefthofe 
that fed taken up Arms* declared their Jaft 
deceftatian of that horrid Ae>, by their ra» 
Mated Petitions and Fioteftattooj afsinft it. 
ttaYpfeeof the Nation, etaoft of ai Sutiss, 
nntverfidly condemned it. - * And thofewho 
delivered their Snertigm hack* urn promife 
of feeing treated Ithe a *«, kwdly complain- 
Ml of breach of Faith, when they mewed 
what blaok Defigoe were formed agsmft 
Him. 

Buf the Power was got into hands that 



Wercnottobeoppofcd. Afyrmmd Jatb*- 
rity was fct up, and a Condition as fefvile 
Was. brought apon the Nation, as even their 
ftart had fuggeftedfrom t\nt*ff$fit Side. ■ 
. ThnstheowgnsofevUMeobemglavonred 
\>y the madnels of the People, and the wrath 
of God being kindled agsinft us for our Sins, 
Judgment aner Judgment wssexecutednpon 
us* till we loft our happy Cmtftiwio* both 

in 
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In Own* and State, together with car 
trim. 

Ahm, who, as he had gtttl prfmdrtf. 
/■*£ fed b* been Ida goioW by others, or 
baaiac&dwjth fech wife and fead> Goon* 
A, » to oar gre* Happuxts, feme Prtatt 
fiat tare bow, hb lUigo would probebtjr 
ant anovad. happy and gloriout, and: ha 
Deyt 



Tim 1 bare taken a review of the Sim of 
I 



H. To oanfider the effeft* of tfaofc Shs 
' «aoAmtfaBir^far»> 

God AJarighty vat pleated indeed, to reco* 
mvmosuch Mercy, out of thofe Miferies 
aoiDiftraaioos; tod torcfioceus bya/V* 
Www that Wat mmvcUms in tar tjts t to oar 
ancient sod excellent form of Government; 
both Exkfrftkilmd Cioi/i end toreinftate 
» b Peace tod Tranquillity, Bat notwitb* 
fading all tbit, though the Guilt of Royd 
BlmJL> or of other crime*, could not be fap* 
feted to fie upon thofe that were no way 6 *c- 
o&rr, yet feme unhappy EJfcfb or other, of 
thane mifetable Times, have been ever fiaca 
felt by ae> 

i* One bad Efieft waathe too great Coun* 

that Vkt and fftiy found amongft 

a ms, 
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us; by what our Princes had fearn'd of both, 
in our Enemy Nation. 

Great Examples gave Credit to thejfe Mif- 
ehiefs, and fo they fpread amangft us; and' 
had at length overwhelmed us, had hotal- 
noft as providential 9. DeHveramey as that t of 
making the Sea Ay Groans' to lave the Ifr4eli$es T 
been wrought out for us. A Debverance, 
than which, if we look back upon the then State 
of the Nation, we (hall find, nothing was ever 
more universally defued : Bat if we reded up- 
on its Behaviour afterward^ we {hall be apMou 
think never was any Deliverance wanted lefs ; 
fo much is Mankind ufuahy m a bctter.Dif- 
pod t ion, and has a truer feme, of things under 
Sufferings than Mercies. 

a. Another fatal Muchief brought' upon 
us, was the carrying everything too much 
into, an Extreara, contrary to what it had 
been in, during thofe Times of Conrafioo, 
with regard to -Vertue and Vice. 

Whatever had then been efteemed Jan* 
dable i fame Men endeavoured to bringing 
to Neglcd, and Dilrepute, as much is 
poffible.- And to, 

...Becaufe in thofe Times there had /been 
aihtw of Stridoefe and Sanftiry, it became 
afeexwards the Jaftnoiv to keep at as a great 
a diftance as might be, from the like ajkpsa* 
ranee? This fet Men upon all manner of Ex- 
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ttfi i and they would almbft argue, that 
Debauchery was no crime, fince it had betri 
dfcoontenanced in tbofe times, which were 
condemned for hypocritical. For that reafoii 
all Reformation of Manners was by too many- 
exploded 5 the name and defign, thought ottry 
lit to diftihgoim Hypocrites, and ditaftefted 
Perfons } to be viciou*, was Hot thought ari 
improper mark of a true Subjeft ; and f n; 
temperance came fo much in vogue, as to 
be almoft made by fome a left of Religion 
and Loyalty: 

3; Another Iniquity was, the altering 
die notion of ottr Church. ' Becaufe our e*. 
ceftent Chutch had been unjuftly pull'd 
down^hercfore many who affumed thVchafa 
fter ofrfae true Sons of the Church,- thought 
fit to exprefs themfelves in the moft violent 
tends, not only agaraft all thofe that had 
been concerned in its Ruin, but sgainft all 
t birth Grventoint \a general^ though in fc* 
reign parts, that was not after our model ; 
as if railing Acctftttions, which the Anh* 
Angel durft not make ufe of agaimt the awrf 
&**y of Mankind , were to be made the 
diftingoifhing mark of Affeftiorr to thd 
Cimrdt. Even fo far bid fome Mens Zeal 
carry 'd them in Oppofition to our un- 
realbWble Diflcmions at Home, as to make" 

C tery 
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very favourable Allowances to an tdo* 
Jatrous Church , that has more of Prieft- 
eraft than Chrifiianity in it, to the great 
offence of the Reformed Churches abroad , 
and to the leflemog the Credit and Inter 
f^ft of our own* 

This intemperate heat fet Men more a- 
gaioft our Ohurch^ and made out Differen- 
ces more irreconcilable than ever. Nay* 
jit did great mifchkf within the Church ks 
(elf, broke its Peace, and divided its Mem* 
bers. The nature of it was quite difguir 
fed and confounded, and the name (trangely 
apply ed. The (acred Chara&cr of Church* 
ptan was ariUrarilj challenged by fome 9 
\vho as arhitrarily denyed k to others, 
that could forfeit it on no other accotinr, 
but having (b much Charity, as to abftain 
from all railings, and endeavouring to 
flip pore the Church, and convince its Ad- 
verfaries, by the Principles and Praftice of 
Chriftiaauy. Thus did an ungovernable 
Fury one way, beget an extream, almoft 
as dangerous in another. 

4. The Notion of unlimited Swbmitfw s 
is another fad effeft (till too vifibie. The 
Principles of Obedience, and the Notions of 
Refinance, had been (o lo >fe, that. in oppo- 
(jrion to them, Men ran themfel?es bead* 
: long 
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long, without coofidering theitf own Con- 
ftkution, or that of their Country, into 
mother extream. And becauft theSubjeft 
hid invaded the Regal Authority, and de~ 
ftroyed the King, they were impatient to 
declare for a DoSrine^ that fhould put it 
in the Power of the King, if it was in 
his Intention, to deftroy the SubjeS. 

But certainly Men may be taught to ab- 
hor Rebellion, without being told, that 
they have not fo much as a Right to pre* 
fcrve the Society from Deftruftiori, fhould 
their Governours prove fo unnatural as to 
attempt it. This, inftead of keeping free 
born Subjeds quiet, muft only lerve to. 
inflame them $ and inftead of being a Pre* 
Jervativeagainft/fr£f ///**, muft rather pre- 
pare them lor it. 

Were we to judge of the defigti of this 
VoEkme* by its effetts, one would be apt 
to think , it was calculated for the De- 
ftru&ion of Princes 5 for it lays 4 Bait (or 
attempts at arbitrary Fewer , and then 
kaves them to fall under the weight 
of it. 

It is hardly to be doubted , that the. 
lb much preaching up abfolute ptjjhe Obe* 
dfofdy as the Dodrine of our Church, a$ 
touch as . any Cqanfils of Jefuits, occafio- 
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red a late wiforiuit+H ?rim to purine foeh I 
meafures as proved fatal to him. . But Jar 
deed had He found it as much praftifcd ay 
he expe&ed^even by thofe that chew him in- 
fo the Snars of depending upon, it, all E$trtft, 
as well as thefe kttiontx bad in all probabi- 
lity been in heavy Slavery § and that Chut ch 
(which is iojurioufly pretended to be the 
Mother of a Doftfine fo ioconfiftent with 
its fafety/ could hardly have had * Name, 
or Placet in thefe torts of the World. 
" The tendency of this DoSrhu has been 
always adjudged by wife Men, very dan-: 
gerous to Lmpf and Liberties, unlets a Q—d 
frince fhould be upon the Throne, and 
then it is not poflible to fee, of what o(e 
it can be to him. . Fpr a ?rime that feeks 
the Affcfiiw of his People* will find him-: 
felf very (afe without fuch aDo&rine to 
truft to j and i( he is an Enemy, inftetd of 
being the J5t/fcr, «f fa/ Cwwf/jr, it mud be 
the want of Power, and not this trimifl^ 
that can keep, it ia (ubjedtosi. We know 
by experience, if themfelves had not con- 
fefc'd, that Men of very fjftve Notions, have 
Natures, that can, upon feme certain occa- 
fiohs, relet againfi Principle 

But God forbid there ihould be any ifr* 
t^rns mainta^d, that give the: toft En- 
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coaragement to RehiUettf Suhmifitt, and 
Okditnct to Governors, is certainly the 
P$3rh€ of the Go/fxh-, and is as certainly 
the Di&ate of that Rcafon, which firft 
ftcwcd Men the NecdTuy of Gwentntnt. 
But to make Obedience of fucb a Nature, 
t& to deftroy the Ettd of Government, 
which was certainly the good of the whole 
Sector * and to leave ilq Room for Self- 
defeme in any Cafe, is no Par; of Reafon 
or Ctwiftianity. It was not the Do&rineof 
the Reformat** , at Home or Abroad. 
The Great * Luther, gave another Opinion 
in the Jtfewfhte War* in which the Vrottfiant 
Praxes in Qtrwmy, engaged with the Enfx- 
nr t Charles the '5th. • One of the moft Lear- 
ned of our own firft Reformers, f a great 
Prelate in Edward Vl's Time, had very con- 
trary Notions \ and fo indeed bad the whole 
Mtfxw in Q^ Efaaletb\ and the fucceedin^ 
Reign, when they joyned in affifting the 
frtteflaitis abroad, in the Defence of their 
joft Rights and Privileges. The fenfe of 
the Nation,' I need not mention, was 
etherw&at the hte Revolution ; and fome- 

thing 



* Sleidao Crnmmt td 4*. 1 59 1. 
+ Dr. Po^nei Blflxf cfWwma. m Idw, *h*s Rtfa tfPc 
BtukPvy, 
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fchitg later with Regard to the poor People 
itt the Cevennes; whom furely we fliould 
not have thought it lawful, either to affift> 
ear to wilh Succcfi to, had we imagined that 
their Self-Defence and Prefervatioo, ncce& 
larily involved them in a damnable Sin. 

Thefe things might be thought very 
improperly mentioned, on a Day, when 
we are juftly called, upon, to (hew our Ab- 
horrence of the Gns of Rebellion and Royal 
Murder y and to deprecate the Guilt of them $ 
was jt not apparent, that a People's Prejervati- 
on, by deftnftve Arms, when they are abfo- 
lutely neceflary for their Prf/fry****** is very 
tar from the Nature of Rebellion ; that the 
Defign to uphold a Confiitution , is very 
different from thofe Black Contrivances, 
that fubverted the Foundations of it ; and 
that the means made ufe of- to fave the 
Nation, at the Happy Revolution, were foun** 
ded upon Principles, that will no way de- 
fend thofe voickfd Men, that reduced it to a 
Heap of Ruineu And if any one thinks 
they were the .fame Principles that made 
both thofe Changes,. he muft. allow, there 
were the fame Caufes for them, which is 
doing the greateft Injury poffible, to the* 
Memory, and to the Caufe % of His Martyr* J 
Sovereign. 
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1 hope therefore we may fflfficiemly d& 

ted that execrable Murder* and thofe re* 

hellions Times \ without condemning thofe of 

a damnable Sin y that were indrumental in 

bringing about the pnfent BJhili/hmcnt $ 

and without efpoufmg faeh Priiciflcs, as, if 

once univerfally believed, mud inevitably 

deftroy oor Conftitution, {hould there ever 

come a Prince, that would think hirofelf 

above the Reftraihts of Latis and Farlitk 

ments We (hould mod certainly abufe 

the Obfervatibn of this £>*y, (hould we 

pretend to draw fuch dangerous Conclnfi&n 

from it, 

5. And laQly, The Difputes and Div£ 
fions, the Heats and Dift raft ions that are 
fliJJ raging amongft us, arc in fome mea- 
fure the E#e& of thofe miferabie Times. 
Hence are fupply'd MatcrUls for Hatred 
and Variance, and for wreaking Spite and 
Refentmenr* In many Differences, how 
do fome Men, in order to confound and 
trample upon their Adverfaries, caft the 
Odium of Forty- One-Principles upon them, 
and glory in drawing Parol/lis, which have 
not the lead Agreement } 

What a Judgment is it upon us, to be 
upbraiding one another with thofe Com* 
bullions, and that Murder which thofe that are 

dead 
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dead long ago, were only concerned in* 
especially to proceed to fuch a Degree of 
palfionate Ipdifcretion, as to throw thi 
Guilt upon thofe, wbofe Father* were fa 
the Rijalbtirefi, and whofe Families have 
been great Sufferers by it, only upon their 
profeffiog tbemfelves of thofe Principles, 
which are abfolutejy aecefiary to fupport 
bur antient C6*fiitktion y tip prefent E0d* 
Bfi/htfHt, and the Smcefion in the Proteftani 

lix? 

• Tbefe are fotne of the fad Effefo thii 
Age may be faid to feel, for the (ins of the 
preceding. Yet we muft hot flatter our 
felves that they are fent upon us, as Judg- 
ments for their Iniquities, only. Our own 
Folly and Wickednefe , may juftly ftand 
accountable in a good mealure tot them: 
providence may permit fuch Puntfhments. 
as the natural C.odfequences of the fins of 
a preceding Gintraiion'y but it never infltQs 
them, without the'Provocafciohs of the pre* 
fent. This brings me to the other Central 
Head, namely, 

II. To enquire, tobeu we may jnflh hpi, 
thofe Dap are. ctmt, that we lhall no Ion* 
ger fuffer for the Iniquities of oar Father $ f 
(hd has been p&cafed to I le s this tieti** 

fo 
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to many ways of late, as if he had notqn- 
\y forgot ours, and oor /feflforlniquitieV 
bat would ftiew us, in an emioent manner, 
that we were a People be delighted to honour. 
He has made lis the great Bulwark and* 
Sapport of his Religion) and has railed us, 
by repeated Succeflcs, to a G/orj equal to 1 
that of any of the famous Empires of the 
World. We might recount many other 
Advantages befides, to make us hope, that 
the Divine Anger would be turned away,. 
and we mould no longer feel any ill Effete 
from our Fathers Crimes, if we would 
our fclves forbear provoking. In order 
to this, 

i. We are to lament^ and humble our, 
fctoes; for our Fathers Sins 5 for without' 
filch a Setae (and Abhorrence, we may be' 
•©counted Partakers of them. Bur we : 
are not to. faft for Strife and Debate, to 
*ent our Rage and Paffion, and give 6c- 
cafion for- new Divifions. This is certain- 
ly abufing the Day to the worft Purposes ; 
oor is it very confident with Humiliation, 
to make it an Opportunity of heating our 
fclves and others. 

2. Wemay hope to remove the ill Effe&s 
of our Fathers Sins, when we grow cautious) 

D of 
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of charging the Guilt of innocent Blood, 
and never do It but upon Juft Reafons. 

They, to be fure, whofe Fathers were 
A&ors in the Fury, have no reafon to 
upbraid others, tho* themtelves fliou'd 
have exchanged thc ( Principles of their 
Fathers^ even for unlimited paflive Obe- 
dience, and arbitrary Power. Nor cdu 
any, with Juftice or Decency, be 
tax'd with their Fathers Crimes, who 
have always declared their Abhorrence of 
the barbarous Fad, and have? in all In- 
stances, ihewn themfelves true and faith- 
ful Subjefts. 

But this is the Artifice of thofc, whofe 
delkn it is to throw us again into Con- 
vuluons, and dafli us to pieces, one againft 
another. 

5, We amy hope for happy days, when 
we avoid all Principles and Practices, that 
tend tofow feeds of Jealoufie and Dit- 
content, anaongft a happy well-governed 
people 5 that lead M Ga t0 ftwuV Evil tf 
pigmties, and to cenfure the intentions 
of tjjieir Sufgrms and Gevermaurs, .before 
the lead appearance of any illdeugo. 
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This can hardly be thought a proper 
way of farrowing for former Sins, or of 
dctefting all the Approaches towards Sedi- 
tion add Faftion. This does not feem to 
be the Confultins fo very much the Be* 
rwur of Crown 'd Heads ; nor has it a 
Tendency to make Her moft Sacred M£ 
jpfty*s Dayseafie and hapjftj or to fecure 
the TranqoiWiry of this Church and Na- 
tion. 

4- As we muft be tender of the Quiet; 
Honour, and Privileges of our Governors, 
in Hopes of feeing happy bays, wemuft 
alfo have fuch a Regard tor the Govern'd 
Society, as not to frame and propagate No- 
tions which may expofe it, in future Ages, 
to apparent Danger of Slavery. 

Whilft our brave Countrymen are 
willingly haiarding their Lives for fupj 
porting tier Majefty, in the Throne, and 
her People in their Liberties, let us be 
cautious of maintaining any frodrtnes, that 
may be interpreted to violate the Rights 
of either. Whilft (btne are averting the 
Caufe of Liberty with their Blood, it is 
4 ftrange fort of employment for others, 
to be acting in dSreft Oppofltioo to them* 
dfad betraying it by their Opinions and 
Cfeariuei ,. . 

.0 1 Be&l&, 
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ftefides, what occafion is there for de-' 
daring, that the People muft be obe- 
dient for Confidence fake, to Arbitrary 
Power, and that all endeavours to pre* 
ferve themfelves, in opposition to fuch a 
Power f if a damning Sin i What is this, 
but to create uneafineflcs in Mens Minds, 
and make them imagine, that the Revo- 
lution, and the Settlement founded upon it % 
was all unlawful, and that we are ftill in 
a (late of Rebellion i 

Another Confequence muft b6 9 end* 
fefs feuds and Enmities between thole 
that were concerned in the Revolution*, 
and thofe that fix them in t State of 
Damnation. And how can it be other- 
wife, unlefs the former can be brought 
to fuch a Tenderneft and Remorfe of 
Confcience, as to repent of all they did, 
by taking the mod effectual method they 
can to undo it? Which muft be the at* 
tempting another Revolution, which will 
put an end to the Laws, Liberties, and 
Churchy of England. 

5. And laftly, Above all, we may tope, 
thofe Days are come, in which all for- 
mer Guilt fhall be wiped off 3 when we 

fliatt 
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fhaU fee an universal refjped for Virtue 
and Rtligi**. Should a due regard to the 
Divine Laws be Wanting, it would, be 
to Jittle purpole to corred all other Im- 
prudences. The Vices of a Nation muft 
fink it, ootwithftanding the Methods Mao's 
Wifeiom can prefcribe for its fecuritv: bat 
indeed, we can ufe no means effectually, 
without Religion. Some temporal Confi* 
deration may for a while check our Herts 
and Pafiions* as once 1 think they did: 
bat we know by experience they will 
feoa break out again, uniefs Religion keep 
them under. Religion will make Men, if 
not altogether of one Mind, yet of fuch 
Tempers* as not to be provoking or irf» 
furious to one another. It will teach 
them to le peaceable and quiet* aridf to 
do their awn bufinefo, without thofa 
railings \ and uncharitable revilings, which 
ate of no ufe but to widen our Diffe- 



Tib fenfe of our Duty to God, is the 
beft nethod for keeping us obedient to 
his fkegerents f and tor fetttng us upon 
heart Endeavours to promote the Wel- 
fare ad Happiaefs of the whole Commu- 
nity. 

Let 
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Let us afl then mafas it our bufiriefi 
to lead fuch lives, as will incline us 
truly tnd confciemioufly to feek after the 
things that make for Peace, and to banHh 
ail thole unhappy Occafions of Hatred, 
Spite, and Envy, which are Hill remain* 
ing, and very induftrioufly promoted by 
our Enemies, amongft us. And let us in 
all humility bewail the Iniquities of tbofe 
Times which brought on fuch a hea^ 
of Miferies upon the Nation, as, in their 
Confluences, ftill lie heavy upon it. 

Then we may juftly hope,' that all thofe 
til Effe&s will be removed; that God 
wHl no longer remember againft us. our 
Iniquities, rior the Iniquities of our /%«- 
fabm ;' and that we* fhall reman a bmj 
Ftopk, Co long as the Sun and Moon Jbill 
endure. —Which God of his Infinite Met-' 
cy grant, &c; 



FINIS. 
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